FINAL
FIVE years have rolled by since Pherozeshah Mehta passed away,
five eventful years during which many of the ideals and principles
which he upheld have gone into the melting pot. What would his
position have been, if he had been alive in the bewildering times
through which we are passing? Would he have lived to see his
power and authority shaken, if not destroyed, or, would his per-
sonality have succeeded in stemming at least in his own stronghold,
the forces which threaten to drive the country to perilous courses ?
These are speculations which may be pursued with interest, but
without much profit. An appraisal, however, of all that the man was
and all that he stood for may help us to a right understanding of the
place he occupied in the political life of India and the position in
which he would have stood today had he been still amongst us.
In assessing Pheroseshah's public career, it is essential to re-
member that many of his principles were formed by his early train-
ing and environment. He had the good fortune to receive his
education at the hands of a scholar of great attainments and singular
breadth of view. When he went to England, it was with a mind fully
equipped to receive the ideas and impressions which the West has to
impart. While studying for the Bar, he came under the influence of
Dadabhai Naoroji, who inspired him with his own burning love of
the country and enthusiasm for the cause of progress and liberty.
The young disciple was deeply interested in the world around him,
and the social and political forces that were at work. He came under
the influence of the liberalism of the times, and his faith in its
principles remained unimpaired to the end, despite many disappoint-
ments. It was 'an agitated and expectant age,' as Mr. Gladstone
called it, and its teachings deeply impressed themselves on his
youthful mind.
Pherozeshah's temperament, equally with his early training, was
a great asset. He was a robust optimist, and he faced the problems of
the day with serene courage and confidence. The hatred of enemies,
the indifference of friends and the hostility of those in power and
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